PSAT – JUNIOR CLASSROOM VISITS
General Information
· Wednesday, October 15

· 8:40 a.m.

· Main Gym unless notified of a different location
· Sign up:

· See Mrs. Alice Jones in the Front Office.
· $15.00 fee (cash or check made payable to Aledo High School).
· You may sign up any morning before school beginning Mon, Sept 29 through Fri, Oct 10. 

· You will receive an official Student Guide to help you prepare for the test.
· There is a limited number of tests, so sign up early.  All sophomores will be tested for free and ninth graders will be allowed to sign up beginning October 6.

Why take the PSAT this year?

· National Merit Scholarship Corporation recognition – based only on the PSAT taken the junior year.  Details about the Scholarship Program (including National Merit and Corporate Sponsored Scholarships) are in the Official Student Guide.
· Prepare for the SAT.  
1. Same formats, directions, sample questions, and question types as the SAT

2. Get personal feedback on test performance.

· The test is released back to students with their Score Report.

· Complete answer explanations are given so students can learn from their mistakes.

3. Practice taking a timed test.

· Free access to My College QuickStart (www.collegeboard.com/quickstart)  - a personalized study plan based on PSAT performance

· Begin the college search process.  Student Search Service is an optional service provided to those who take the PSAT.  Students may sign up to receive information from colleges, scholarship programs, etc.

The test

· Focuses on reasoning, not recall.

· Testing Time:  two hours and 10 minutes (plus approximately 35 minutes for administrative duties)

· What it measures:

1. Critical reading, math reasoning, and writing skills that are important for success in college.
2. Knowledge and skills developed through years of study in a wide range of courses as well as through experiences outside the classroom.

3. Ability to reason with facts and concepts rather than the ability to recall and recite them.
· Scoring:

1. Scores on a 20 to 80 scale for critical reading, math, and writing

2. Correct answer = 1 point

3. Omitted question = no points

4. Wrong answers to multiple-choice questions = minus ¼ of a point

5. Wrong answers to math student-produced response questions = no point lost

Preparing for the test

· Take the complete Practice Test contained in the official Student Guide that you receive when you sign up with Mrs. Jones.
· Learn the format and timing of the test.
· Become familiar with the kinds of questions asked.
· Know the directions for each kind of test.
· Learn the difference between random and educated guessing.
The day of the test

· Report to the testing location at 8:40 a.m.

· Bring your calculator and a supply of #2 pencils and erasers.  We will not supply these items.
· Cell phones and electronic devices are not permitted in the testing area.
· Bring social security number (optional).
· Bring e-mail address (optional).
There will be an Advisory on Tues, Oct 14 in which you will be given your testing location, further instructions and reminders. 

