College and Career Planning for Juniors
Aledo High School

1. Junior Counselor Assignments: A-K Stewart, L-R Jackson and S-Z Brown
2. PSAT-Discuss attached registration information.

3. College Preparation Checklist for juniors on pages 8-9 of Course Description Book. Timelines and checklists also found at individual college websites.  Rank at the end of your junior year will be the one used for admissions to many schools.  Check for the dates for admission and scholarship deadlines. For your class, the admission deadlines for UT and Texas A & M will be December 15, 2009. 
4. Take advantage of SAT prep classes offered at our school with Ms. Hill.

      Free ACT and SAT prep on line at www.studentact.org and     
www.collegeboard.com. 
5.  Plan to take SAT and ACT during your junior year. These are offered 6-7 times each year. Many colleges and universities will use the writing for admissions for the Class of ’10. Most schools require that scores be sent directly from the testing agency. Admissions offices recommend that you have all scores sent to all schools where you plan to apply. 

6. We recommend you take both the ACT and the SAT. The tests are different. ACT is an achievement test which is closely related to your high school curriculum. SAT is primarily a critical thinking test where you apply concepts you have learned in high school. 

7. ACT College Readiness Scores English 18, Math 22, Reading 21 and Science 24.


Highest Score possible is 36.
8. SAT National Averages Reading 502, Math 515, and Writing 494. (on a scale of 200-800)
9. Placement testing required at state college and universities. Many use the THEA, Weatherford used the COMPASS and Tarrant County College uses the Accuplacer. Weatherford College will forward scores to 4 years school on student request. Teacher education programs may require THEA. You may be exempt based on TAKS, SAT, or ACT scores. TAKS-2200 or higher, 3 on writing sample

SAT-1070 reading and math combined with at least 500 on each, ACT 23 composite with at least 19 on math and English
10. College Selection-During junior year narrow choices to 3-5 schools. (Include a “reach school” as well as those you are confident of admission.) Consider major, cost, size, location, campus life, and recommendations of friends/family. 
11. Spend time researching information. www.fastweb.com and www.collegeboard.com have excellent college search features. 
12. AHS College Fair is November 21 from 9:00-11:00. Juniors will attend from 10:00-11:00. Your parents are welcome to attend. 
13. College visits assist you in making final selection. You have 2 excused second semester of your junior year and 2 each semester of your senior year.  Great questions to ask on college visits at www.collegeboard.com and www.studentact.org.  Provide attendance office with notice prior to visit and documentation from the college after the visit. 
14. Six criteria for college admissions for those schools who use the review process: 
1. academic record including difficulty of high school curriculum (Your senior year schedule is also important. Maintain a rigorous curriculum your senior year.), 
2. SAT or ACT scores  3.essay, 4.extracurricular activities (sustained interest important, activities related to career goals, community service, employment, school activities, leadership positions),5. recommendations and 6. personal interview.
15. College Applications: www.applytexas.org  www.commonapp.org  or go to the website of the college or university you would like to attend. Be sure you click on “Submit.” The www.applytexas.org website will be open after August 1st, 2009 for the Class of ’10. Contact your counselor for local admissions representatives for Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech, and others.
16. Recommendation-Talk to a teacher who knows you (and likes you.) Give your counselor sufficient time to complete prior to deadline. Complete the Senior Information Form for a personalized letter of recommendation. This will be given to you at your junior conference. Talk with your counselor regarding personal strengths, goals, and college choices.
17. Essay-Ask someone you trust to edit. Use spell checker. (Remember spell check does not catch all mistakes.) Your essay should give the admissions committee additional information.  For assistance, go to www.essayedge.com.
18. Financial Aid and Scholarships-Two forms of scholarships: merit based and need based. Scholarships deadlines vary. Merit is based on your academic, athletic, musical, or artistic abilities. You will need to audition for some scholarships such as voice, band or dance. Need is based on the FAFSA.

19.  Complete Free Application for Federal Student Aid after January 1st of senior 
year at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  We encourage all families to complete this form. You 
qualify for federal student and/or parent loans with the FAFSA. Financial aid 
offices will use this information to determine the financial aid package you will 
be offered.
20. Go to www.fastweb.com and complete profile. 


Complete scholarship portion of www.applytexas.org. Check school website and 
counseling office for scholarship information. There will be a link to a scholarship 
search on our school website soon. Many of these are for seniors only but you will 
find some that are for juniors.
21. Warning: Do not pay a few to apply for a scholarship search or to apply for a 
scholarship.
22.  Athletes need to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse at the end of your junior 
year. Complete registration at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. When you register for 
the SAT or ACT, use the Clearinghouse code 9999 so that your score is reported 
to the Clearinghouse.  Request all high schools you have attended to send official 
transcripts to NCAA at the end of your junior year.
23.Transcript-Complete transcript request form in counseling office as needed.  
 
First transcript requested is free and others are $2 each. You will use your 
 
transcript from the end of your junior year for college admissions and for 
scholarships.
